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Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Rodney Chong and I am testifying on behalf of Hawaiian Electric 

Company and its subsidiary utilities Maui Electric Company and Hawai‘i Electric Light 

Company in support of S.B. 2910, S.D. 1. 

In its current form, this bill appropriately focuses on the need to assess and 

prioritize the security and resiliency needs of our state’s electric grid and critical 

infrastructure, and then to develop recommendations to best serve those needs.  

This is a marked improvement over the earlier version of this bill which took a one-

size-fits-all technology approach and had little focus on improving the resilience of 

the actual electric grid.   

Furthermore, the makeup of the proposed Homeland Security and Resiliency 

Council, involving not only state and county emergency planning agencies but also 

owners and operators of various critical infrastructure sectors in addition to electricity, 

reflects a systems thinking approach which recognizes there are critical 

interdepencies between sectors.  Leadership of the Council under the state Office of 

Homeland Security and the Office of Planning should help connect the dots between 

long range strategy and tactical plans for action.  Also, the structure of the Council 

will allow the participation or input of members of the public; experts in the field; 



county, state, or federal officials; or others as necessary; which will facilitate a fully 

vetted solution that considers all options. 

Finally, we believe that the work product of the Council can help guide our 

Integrated Grid Planning Process (IGP), with respect to making our electric grid more 

resilient.   

Accordingly, the Hawaiian Electric Companies support S.B. 2910, S.D. 1.  

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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Resiliency 

 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee, 

I am John Cole, Chair of the Electricity Working Group of the Hawaii Energy 

Policy Forum (Forum).  The Forum, created in 2002, is comprised of over 40 

representatives from Hawaii’s electric utilities, oil and natural gas suppliers, 

environmental and community groups, renewable energy industry, and federal, 

state and local government, including representatives from the neighbor 

islands.  Our vision and mission, and comprehensive “10 Point Action Plan” 

serves as a guide to move Hawaii toward its preferred energy goals and our 

support for this bill. 

SB 2910 SD1 establishes a homeland security and resiliency council to assess the 

resilience of the State's electric grid and other critical infrastructure to natural 

disasters and other emergencies and make recommendations. Requires the council 

to report to legislature. Appropriates funds. 

 

The Forum supports this bill and would like to offer the following comments: 

 

Much or the State’s critical infrastructure is vulnerable to major hurricanes or 

other natural disasters, which could leave residents without power, water, 

communications, and other necessary services for an extended period of time. 

Proper planning and implementation to ensure we are as prepared as possible for 

such events is crucial 

 

The coordination of the operators and major stakeholders of the various categories 

of critical infrastructure on the council will significantly increase the utility of the 

assessment of the State’s resilience and the strategies, goals and recommendations 

that come out of the council’s work.  The committee may want to consider 

including representation of food, in addition to fuel, distribution on the council 
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

This testimony reflects the position of the Forum as a whole and not necessarily of 

the individual Forum members or their companies 
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